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The Arabic language faces many hurdles in its expansion and progress in the

non-Arab world internationally. This time our focus is the multi-lingual
community Nigeria. Nigeria is a country of languages, where there are hordes
of mother tongues (dialects), an official language and then there is a religious
language as well. It is very tough to focus on the Arabic language in this myriad
of languages though; it enjoys a historic status and prestige there. A few
reasonsfor this lack of focus on Arabic language Nigeria are as follow:

1. The British colonialism and its treacherous role to downplay the Arabic
language.

2. To segregate Arabic from Muslim Ummah in Nigeria, the colonialists thus
promoted English and French as official administrative languages.

3. Dearth of text books in Arabic at primary and secondary level. Moreover
there are no well equipped language laboratories to develop Arabic in Nigeria.
4. The stranded economic state of the country.

5. The scarcity of Arabic press houses in Nigeria and lack of interest in the
Arabic language by the general public.

A few suggestions to promuigate and develop the Arabic language in Nigeria are
as follow:

2. Students' attention needs to be drawn towards the Arabic language as 2
modern and rich language. For this all the available resources need to be
exhausted.

b. The Arabic language centres should be developed where proficient teachers

should teach Arabic. The present faculty for Arabic should do refresher courses
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in Arabic to enhance their capabilities.
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¢. The availability of Arabic text books to cater the various levels of the
students is made possible. A committee should monitor the overall process and
progress of Arabic language in Nigeria.

d. The Nigerian government should play an active role in the development and

progress of the Arabic language in Nigeria.
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