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Orientalists and Satanic Verses: A Critique
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ABSTRACT

Orientalists in general have tried to smear the authentically
excellent image of the Last Prophet (s.a.w.) and the Qur'an in an effort
to cast doubt about the reliability of both the Prophet (s.a.w,) as the
Final Messenger of Allah and the Qur'an as the revealed words of
Allah. Among other issues they have touched and dwelt on one is what
they allegedly refer to as Satanic Verses (praise of gharEnkq
[deities]). Some Orientalists of 20th century like Karen Armstrong,
Montgomery Watt, and Maxime Rodinson have paid special attention
to this issue in their respective works. The very objective of their
approach to this false story is to prove that the revelation of the
Qur'an was not genuinely from Allah. They dishonestly ignored the
very position of this incident as fabrication. Many renowned Muslim
scholars like Al-Qurtabi, Al-Radi, Qadi Ayaz, and Ibn al-'Arabi
proved the story related to Satanic Verses as totally baseless. This
article analyses Orientalists'views on the so called Satanic Verses and
concludes that Orientalists failed to maintain their objectivity in their

description of the story.
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"Ts is said that firsd he had recognized as the daughters of Allah, the
three great godesses: Al-Lat, who was honoured in Taif, Al-Uzza who
was worshipped in Nakhla near Mecca, and Manat whose sanctuary lay
in Qudaid between Mecca and Medina. This stand he now revoked and

made a sharp distinction between the faithful and those who associated

Allah with other gods.('™
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The Quran also refers to a moment when, it seems, Muhammad had
tried to reach out to the Quraysh to still their fears and in the hope of
re-establisshing friendly relations™.
S T o S i g
B30T 5 e 6 A D0 s i b 2 SE T 3 oy
(MBS () S5 A8 A BES S Sis
u;;/:{:.u’;w/_;Tuf‘anld,;J_,uﬁul(&;)u{u”
Sedoe SHE Nl ta A S FS AT f2
vfﬁij;bxh”fffﬁ/ﬁflgg,‘ﬂm%&:.:‘/»l;;ff.,:ju?/gf»l
RN X ) A
_u‘“’JffJLl@zi‘Lz{i}yféwauﬁi ulé_@é'?ﬁdmg
L S sbuie D mardterle Senedtbsic e\ ToSE/T)
-
YO O AL SR BT T TN Y



Izl 57’935}..{! -ul{fd/u.‘:"/‘""édyqn%l&fl/';ﬂ, (reirg2drg e o

G SL e b fSimel gling S oy et
IQ?:J.;&»"U:L(‘LA?)%‘t’ﬂd@i)gfu‘fwulc‘_bﬁtﬁ% ;

(Tl b aralnabs g2l yay dah oy NS 4SS S allh J gy 7

§E_TD pé LB L 8 ) &
& 2 b AL U i T NS ol s

SN FS P BT b AN G T En Bl vy 2t
LS g S b2 T 883 By i S L § i S T
LT ko SR sz L\ 350 L5 S b3
I L SIS o s K st oo T Sl i 52y
BSr L S S B S s L S uﬁf/,{f.?,:’ﬁiu:’
_Fdstoie 1S

| ,:,T,,!ujé_wug'%tfffaudjg Al U e S
T LA S e 7§ T St 6T Mo Wy L S e
S A L L i1 2 e F e AL i1
A,

Semadrite A E & SDdrin s B St S0e &
ANV TAT IR TN SIS

2SI LG Pre UL BB ey S g 1t s
u.‘f/J:?rM/.f & A S v ﬁgJ’EiLuiﬁfz_m_’é;;;uﬁ
™ _F S 5L L

UL N AG ey i Url A KOS b (e =Bl
A B3t PPl 2 I DL LTI oL ot = Vo

ey /';u“@u,ﬁlu”'fm;uw.;;Tj,tg@f"f-‘muu@?_;w wh



et BB e fSAE L Sam Py (g2 )

IS AT AR (o (SRR PR ]
~e et
!_f/‘é.*/.uf‘/gcf.;’"b

*5(&‘1{(&@4)&.% PR 4L I AN R
IQ_L%%-UZJ.:J WV ke SH Sl

oSS PRI ISR L R oyt R

L e lne aHungu e Lt deT

Tz oy Uit eyt eSS

A Lo B e e A e funss

Faebe S SA TR S S

S apdi S a s e B Ll x

L FA S Fof P AL g Sl

Sl BT LISt e SpZ i I

0 L iz LpBL LA eilin

SEL S U LA S S e B E e s
55 SN ET G 6 1L i En Py J Ul
e Tedi S Frp Gl gd U e g i 8t gl Tl %
JrSe Sl J}%ﬁ‘z’.gwuw‘f A _u,?‘; VIt e A e
..QK.K»JI?Té’_gJ//GLig LS e e s oy AL pFiRy
TR Y7 TN ) MR - R Y A
0 _f TG S SRS

(3L Fo oSG Lo o SE Bt o el
oGt TEUIb ot duf e T e A TR,




r PPl ~aiy FSAEIL bumy s Foipas Pk

() (8| unt @u%’ﬂ(&\‘#fa‘-

bt/ F e NS P b E I T d A
W) S A B IR I ﬁw:Judl;:??us’ng,l
=U.?J"{m,-w.f-ufiw'aWLu/fMdb@”?J/”l’ﬁ:él

3 szt i § (8 be oS G IV

Lk TS enpS T f s 2 & unp T

B F B GG & eSSl un

-/ &m'dnf Lﬁ,g}'(d 'uftgn,«s"u: Sl aely .ﬁh,/f ¥

el 2PV a e L I

WU LI TP e AL 0k e A T

MW _ Sl S

uﬂ,l.‘;l;{tg-l}&;;l)‘ﬁfd/bb*f.j; )8 T ud
At frPRISAS I I NE phrt S S JHE1 5 Bl
FALIGS I b u[/?eg.tzul}feus Kf"JMB‘»iVLﬁJV
I U S lor Wb gt eSS
_G e o0 $0'G

JU'77/+LJ/5”14— UT;J/’-ogfq-d»/t;:/f’! £/ 10Uk
PGS e oA A et A S S AT SPGB S
LGB SNSRI EIS L LT 13888
{U"’{:f.J'Jw’glfﬁcfﬁga—u)*fc‘-:ﬁfe./“w“uﬁltjfdgJ:ug/‘:’?:w
JUE o a8 Bt Pty S APy N AL S 7 ol
e e Sl eoloni ud S i aloc B BTSN T, dorr bl
e AR by A e s S B LGB i 5/33@/?



i ,;ggf{g me g FS P L Sa s Tt s (rirg2)P e

e Ve e T e s
GhSe B i S b U e Gl S by 25
R A1 S S SenBa S PEL A 1 L
Bt et LY
St S B E Dz I ik 7L PP
cetlea u«sf’ Y u@*}}’ Ui oo Shssy
e Ve f&f_}‘/‘"&.l&su JIIU J‘”ga—ﬁ-'iﬁ d’«'w’f‘“"o‘c)/:‘/
J_Jll{:lufufjj;luk7f§_J£ful§'l(:al,dl,@.l:—:'/ KU CEM 6
o keis UAS IS vl e TG iy ESLL
("')_U)f"dfje/g,—z‘(i_ﬂ&lbéﬁlo&&?ﬂ:'dﬂ{u’Kﬁf. y
:I9JL¢,|;
_e b Uit e SO AL GG i
Ll j;;@flﬁua(f;/génﬁdwr@';iif 14
i F (eI P S L B2 E R v
o /b»:igrf’j L Fo s Hsr AP L
SIS oSG S A S A i L
b $Fr s Sl TS e 6 istis
ettt et U AT E IR T S e iris £y
RSN AT ST e T L U5
q,ﬁ‘q_lam}rL-Ji,n..-ﬁ:'bz,-fulo,u:w&/,d?+Lj/J -
e lon 6P Qe S b ns s AT
LN LS S bd Ot G e oS Sy S
Sese sl M. J)Ju"{_ Oy &Lz)'d/.:,g)jul




I8 ,y’gﬁig el FOA L Suo ) e Tt fiaily (2P L

(rry_° “L

= O s L P e bt e d 17
A N N JO | (T PNV TV P PR V3 1)
Alonsrin @ § AL i E bt St e b Ui ez i
it AL, SR e S P iad

LA 0k e § 6N GO TN S e Sl g & Ul
ST R gt

WIE LSS LS e U e S e WL Siz

&z e Usigd b HE U5
L i i 8 o SIS P S
rel o Fsn &z T s
o S B By (500 y Wy 4 5 20y B gt 2,5 oiLS”
SR hy o338 1 o 3 1S o el Oy
(re), )y
-u}Z__:'/c:f.&;-fa—J-’:’/éufb?pl”‘,:?u/'&bfﬂ 5'J?¢L,¢-J’
RUIOFSAE P un e GBS 5 B o S
VA CI0dUla PUr it U de i e S 2 U & st F by
S SEIO P PRI o AU A S S U
e P o A Soe K Gl Soa K 2 S
U s UASUR A fe s S U A S s TS

ASLSAFV L Y3l g

LU!I;{L}f)-/""“/Mbc‘_.u:cfg/;:/ngéu.ul:.«K{l;jypTu[
szt Pl ol el e U fPe oLl 5ifs



21 B e FS AL San i Fifus (ir2INLg Y

Seap Zish e ) PSHIL el S E 17
DRV R Rt S ST
RT3 1S e 3 b S o e I
BL Pz 2O T Sm e st pdd s’
A.u’l,ﬁc.w:‘/( SRS LS e bl
(rA) u“’ir‘MM’UfJu el
LSy S S /uwdb)’JJ sl conBieh ol

c_lquay,:a}Lujdb;;/xz:u'l.,fu:/;"‘d/_/_w:u“u Y
hite s RS N e LSS S (P
St sy berSe B e U GBSy e s
L SIS FL AL oz oo S e

3 U gom 48 0y DY) il 2 U g I Ul yor g0 (5530 gy Lt

e A g 7 o 58 Moy § SHIST 0,55 01 1201y oS oy S

W 1 o haany 4l g il ) oty L o o 01 &y o Sl 51 o

5 e 353 sl 8 Dl Jil 5 3 3Y

| GOL PPV TS [P PRI [P B W

LSty £ S ESDEL L norsp L a1

?uf/(."’fu&téff/“aJ,J,lwéuu;ﬁ/’!fc‘_,uc‘-bx'”ag

LYk el o e bl o Il A

ZUre U G e SN L Foesn LT

L STANSL ST e e Y T

o)y AL S oS T S b 1R

ILinld ot e S e g S n P LG T




e He B 2 AL fam g F sy (PPN

e S i S B A oSS i S
ﬁ‘ﬂb f’ui(}’t Lmufﬁﬁb u‘fﬁf.wlfjﬂ’d’#/lﬁk d)b(t'
eV Py e end il fioe
BN
e &5 Slsy e S As Termpbd e iin G
e USSP TS Ve bl ehul i e b nlialk
btk S L L st Pon i8S U B8
TS W LA T Tl | oy Tt S,
e ST ST S en Sl Lok Lz fon e
el VS I Rt S ATL S v
1TSS ke Pt Pt Gt e S A
et e Wb obe et Siob L fietnp
W un e Y e el o i U il Sls S
e d ALl g TV o by T2 L s 32y Tin
Ly TS SN ST e e A
VTSt 2L a6 b2 STl A A UWELTIL
7(m)‘Zu:’béb.,ww,{;y,,uﬁ;f.??(?g:.;,ﬂuff’%.
ar\ & i gt PRI B LIS e Eha Ui
Jg/((:p)g;bJ’»'c"_c—,l?ﬁoﬁwywbo’/. KJLE.J.?}C/F:‘”IJM?
CONTE R RS IS P STy T AT
s S ser PSS s SE ISt e St e b n i b e
,(z_tgn.f,é‘:zum,K.,,‘quwuwééﬂ%dwJLL?@;,%

s e



er 0P FEL el FEP L Sun g i FotF sy (P2

g Satlos St ol e b El st a3 L F
L 2B SEFZL B et 52t S ) Ut s
Szt e b SN um P2 = AT s (L
oS B 5 rsaanioverses S Sl L& o oty f
UGSttt L 23,

bypesrts T b FFL b bt 8 AL Sum v
e e S e ur?

-‘apéﬁf:,-é:l{ug/f"w,@flj o

LS Fipan oS a8 d e E L Samy v
E IS e o f BN G i Sl R RS e 1 P
ot ;04415KJ2;UMGALM§, S F e P I et s}
Kgu,_(;y'éufﬂ,;u,‘K?_u:ﬁ/ufui’;uff;f&éfwuwJﬂﬁpfg[.;.
e bl A sl uFEHS ﬁ;l;b»@uﬂiff;_u&l

St S b = FET LSS F S o
e S BN P e iz sl K2

LU B tnK&”;r/gj S AL S e,
Ve Pl i it o e Jin kB

(#IE PN IFTL o o Sifs i BTyl
J/J NS uj:://) l/J; Kuedle ey S Q.‘:z('/.'.u;;s Ja Va2
-c‘,axﬁlugu’:t/g;&gLLﬁdﬁﬁaﬁ."&”ﬂc‘-eﬁ%
-g-wfciif"f}w? (e



29 Pl el SR Sy vl i (reire) T L

=kl
0 Hitti, Philip K, Islam and the west, D.Van Norstand company, P:49
(r) R.W.Southbern, Western views of Islam in the Middle Ages, Harward, 1962,
P:31
() IBID
(") IBID
(8) Western views of [slam in the Middle Ages, PP56,57
Q) Islam and the west, P:54

(<) Thomas carlyle, on Heros, Héro worship and the Heroic of the History, P,52

w2z V LIl ) I A e i i o7
MF_ oo
(A Hero worship and the Heroic of the History, P:62

|‘1r‘.ﬂjgjijlK?j’dg;%)’rﬂ/’[i;;rﬂ/h&[&?J)GJU:’J])(-

roorZigAulH ()

il NS S SFt ecion  F tg Felns L 3 ()
-
10 el Z e $ )l za e j’{,r,ré,ﬁ,uglgtg‘{zcﬂj}’igr‘d)

AR Bl )U.;gmd—””}‘ém D)
B fal 8" S e W Cimgds Ul o 3 o G (5 30m LAS"y Bty M5 B olS” palins 7
S o o2 o gl b 1o 12T i o Lgh 0 g sl a2 LS 0 Lo S5
By p g edior.on s
PUnsle it Bfanny ot M e AL P LS st

e FonfebelAore FEoiE AL g o Iy i



U A u’thf”"Lg -gi;fJU?ﬁ/Ldyq;c"—melf'm (et e i

Sl besnsledl s keI « il g e i N

UL S g PLIS S S e SR

S VLTV
& ol i o I 48 ot S gl P P A P R P RIS 0P AP A
alall ) g0 i b o1 3313 g0 Aades 1 Slarm g Dhaglas ot paine 8 i ot -Y

PRS- (il W T IUN O

P ) B e e o R i et g

e AP SrSe RS STl e AL it F

L1 L SFetl oipaes S ip st gt FhalhnS ot nbld

SEea e ng erna L et 525, L sl Uy

2l S s fden Letdbsirnedbs BN S

A AGL St o NEF I e e onLon P SHectniz S fa Y

(PGB L e st B sl L SRS

s wsitf g io S s SRl FJS e PO ST SAIn SF g FnI S S s
Ao b N FeSil w/m,|r'rr~¢._;:5!,)b,vnjycu7}11r$u(jl;n,/!dj,bsgguu?})_%r /S
O R T R RN Ve X L SN I
:d‘yﬁj;&(f{r'r"‘1/r";e_xwl\_.;«ilﬂ;r_n,,/_g‘UT}JI'IK;I@),CUI;:JI#"@):}Q/'JIUIflf"i_tf’é/ﬂ;l%/\‘ gl
(" /r‘ummﬁlﬂ,a,gw;sﬂldﬁ;fuﬁu/hC;:’-?mr/mﬁ’m,,;,, i TP

Jl-ﬁ‘_(}ﬂuif’.‘é’l_-él.ﬁgp O g RPN g LT NLI L s Yyt
W SBL et e i s S i S L vona o Susirna S
s o S Foe G5 ¥ N NI L Lt I et WS i
Rt WA AP (A - RSN 19 og SO RY PRV 1S O
i opy et ) Se oz cnfd iSRS aduJt



1A ,-/’le&-:"{g-;,uzfd/u—.?‘/‘"'édyq,@,l&:'yw, (Feiruz)IPIg L

(ra_m/r
(") H.AR Gibbs, shorter encyclopedia of Islam, Brill, 1933, P:391
rrrsgEd ()
[ Hia 1Al r)
P L et BRIy S8 ek el P a0 52‘;@10@1@1«‘5/& (18)
(1) E.von Grunebaum, classical Islam, Translated by Katherine watson, London,
1970, P:31
e B AEAOTH (12)
FrE TR ()
|‘1-/I;‘g,Ul;ﬂhdﬂl@{‘%m’;uf/ﬂr)‘&ulﬁUhﬂluﬁﬂbﬁ@)ldﬂgq}’,{ (19)
Pyt ()
(r) Karen Armstrong, MUHAMMAD, A western Attemp to understand, Islam,
London, 1991, P:110
arerie Lo Ag AT ()
Y R N N 0 SN W/ RS AN P )

DI I8 Ze Iy (1)

(ra) Muhammad must have had sufficient success for the heads of Quraysh
to take him seriously. Pressure was brought to bear on him to make
some acknowledgement of the worship at the neighbouring shrines. He
was at first inclined to do so, both in view of the material advantages
such é course offered and because it looked as if it would speedily
result in a successful end to his mission. Eventually, however, through

Divine guidance as he believed, he saw that this would be a fatal
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compromise, and he gave up the prospect of improving his outward
circumstances in order to follow the truth as he saw it. The rejection of
polytheism was formulated in vigorous terms and closed the door to
future compromise.
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