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Abstract:
This article aims to offer a review the womanhood in Bible
contrary to the contemporary feministic views. The Muslim
woman today is challenged by these so-called modern
feminist views as is revealed by several works by female
works like The Qur'an & Woman by Amina Wadud,
Standing Alone in Mecca by Asra Nomani, Woman & Islam
by Fatima Maransi, Faith & Freedom by M. Afkhami and
Women's Mute Voice Translator by Bothania Shabaan
pronounce this conflict of approach in a vivid way. The
names of Asma Barlas, Rifat Hassan, Laila Ahmed may
also be included in the list.
Key word:

feminist, equality, modern, enlightenment, interpreter.
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“Moreover, what concerns me most about 'traditional' tafasir is that they were
exclusively written by males. This means that men and men's experiences were

included and women and women's experiences were either excluded or interpreted
through the male vision, perspective, desire, or needs of wo-man™”
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If readers of the Qur'an have assumed in any way that men are superior to women
intellectually, spiritually, ontologically, etc.; that men are 'in charge of women' ; that
men have a more significant role in the continuation of society ; that men are natural
leaders ; that men should 'rule’ the family and get obedience from women ; that
women do not have to participate and contribute in order to maintain the family and
society ; that women do not have to participate and contribute in “®
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This verse has been interpreted to signify that there is a darajah between all
men and all women in all circumstances. The context of the discussion, however, is
clear: men have an advantage over women when it comes to divorce. In the Qur'an
the advantage men have is that of being individually able to pronounce divorce
against their wives without arbitration or assistance. Divorce is granted to a woman,

on the other hand, only after intervention of an authority for example, a judge a9
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Furthermore, one male witness plus this two-female unit does not equal a
two-for-one formula, because four female witnesses may alternatively be substituted
for two male witnesses. Yet, the Qur'an does not provide this alternative. Despite the
social constraints, at the time of revelation—inexperience and coercion of women—a
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This restriction only applies to financial transactions; it does not apply to
other situations. The requirement for two women and one man to witness financial
contracts is not a blanket requirement for women's participation, or even for all
witnessing. Other requests for witnesses should be for unspecified gender. Therefore,

anyone deemed capable of witnessing has the right to be one. @b
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"A legacy of interpretive reading of the Quran written nearly completely by
males has emerged from fourteen centuries of Islamic thinking." Amina Wadud gives
the first interpretive reading of the Quran by a woman, now with the Quran and
women. A reading which validates the female voice in the Quran and brings it out of
the shadows Muslim progressive have long argued that it is not religion but
patriarchal interpretation and implementation of the Quran that have kept women
oppressed. For many, the way to reform is the re-examination and re-interpretation of

religious texts (2%
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